p0iiomena are so complex that the role played by tMe individual compound is as yet anything. but dear. Perhaps this excellent survey will stimulate new work which will unravel some of the mysteries of these reactions to injury. Toxicity Chronic beryllium disease is relatively rare but incurable, often afflicting the comparatively young. The diagnosis above all depends upon the recognition of a possible occupational exposure to beryllium in one of the many forms with the notable exception of the natural ore, beryl. To establish the diagnogis and appreciate the prognosis may be a serious problem in clinical medicine. This slim volume will provide the physician with all the available evidence that he requires as a basis for his judgment. A registry of 606 cases has been compiled in Massachusetts from which State the three authors come. In a readable and logical presentation they have set out the facts and experimental data upon which our knowledge of this disease is based. The clinical criteria, radiological features and histological changes are described. The available literature on experimental studies of the toxicology of beryllium is clearly set out and the comparative significance of the various observations are authoritatively discussed. It is a matter for regret that monographs as good as this are as comparatively rare as the disease described.
Obstetrical Endocrinology by Jose Botella-Llusia MD American Lecture Series No. 428 pp x+ 129 illustrated 52s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This monograph is based on a series of six lectures given by the author at the University of Bahia, Brazil. Though he modestly explains that it cannot cover the whole field of the hormonology of gestation, it contains a vast amount of information, as well as much highly stimulating speculation, generously illustrated with ingenious and original diagrams. The subjects covered include: placental hormones; maternal-foetal endocrine interrelationships; hormonal control of birth; lactation; abortion and hydatidiform mole; toxemia; diabetes; and, finally, pregnancy and labour considered as stressors.
There is free reference to the literature throughoutthe selection being unusually catholic; in addition, a small number of general references (a most useful guide for further reading) is provided, with the bibliography, at the end of each chapter. This seems to be an excellent arrangement in a monograph of this kind. A great deal of the book is highly original and must further enhance the author's already outstanding international reputation in the field of obstetric and gynmcological endocrinology. As there are only 129 pages (including the index), the book does not take long to read; this is yet another reason why it can be recommended to anyone interested in the subject, and especially to MRCOG candidates.
Tropical Radiology by Howard Middlemiss MD FFR DMRD pp x+272 illustrated 60s London: Heinemann 1961 Dr Middlemiss has written an eminently readable, comprehensive and well-illustrated textbook. Though intended for radiologists and clinicians in the tropics, it should also be of benefit to radiologists in temperate climates as a book of reference; for to-day, with the ease and speed of travel, we are more likely to encounter tropical diseases, particularly in hospitals which receive many patients from abroad.
The field covered is wide, including not only tropical diseases, but also those which, though not strictly tropical, assume important differences in character or prevalence in the tropics, e.g. Friedliinder's pneumonia, pulmonary tuberculosis, nutritional disorders. The text is lucid and concise. The printing is good. Radiographs are used liberally throughout and have not lost significant detail in their reproduction. They demonstrate clearly the radiological features described in the text. The book reflects diligent effort by an energetic and dedicated author.
There are one or two omissions. For example, in the discussion of the differential diagnosis of lung abscess, although a few short paragraphs have been added under the heading of 'Malignant Lung Abscess', not one of the characteristic radiological features of the latter is mentioned. In the paragraph on 'Metabolic Rickets', when secondary hyperparathyroidism is mentioned, it is as a possible complication of renal disease associated with congenital tubular defects. It is generally agreed, however, that secondary hyperparathyroidism is much more common where glomerular disease with renal failure predominates.
These faults are only minor ones. This excellent textbook is highly recommended and should be available in any larger medical library as well as in the libraries of radiologists at home and abroad.
